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Pediatric liver transplantation began in 1967 when Starzl transplanted the first pediatric patient. Since that time, liver transplantation has been accepted as standard of care for pediatric patients with a variety of liver diseases and malignancies, with outcomes equivalent to if not superior to adult patients. Advances in surgical techniques have made liver transplantation in young infants increasingly feasible. The most commonly reported indications for transplant in young infants are giant cell hepatitis, neonatal iron storage disease, and viral hepatitis. This is in contrast to biliary atresia, which is the most common reason for transplant later in the first year of life. Young infants rarely receive liver transplants in an elective or semielective setting. These infants often are brought for transplant in fragile medical states. Compromised respiratory and cardiac function, ascites, renal insufficiency, and malnutrition are common. They also frequently have manifestations of acute liver failure, including encephalopathy and coagulopathy. As such, these infants may be expected to experience higher operative complications, more difficult postoperative courses, and poorer graft and patient survival than older children. The complexity of caring for these young infants has received little attention in the medical literature. Side effects of immunosuppression are similar in children and adults. The major difference is the effect of corticosteroids on growth and ultimate height. The most common side effects are caused by the drugs that treat or prevent rejection. 
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