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Abstract (300 word limit)
Motherhood should be a time of expectation and joy, but for women in developing countries, the reality of motherhood is often grim as women dies or develop complications during the process of childbirth. Obstetric fistula is the most severe long-term complication of prolonged, obstructed labour during childbirth. The study explored the lived experience of women who have had fistula repair at a specialist Hospital in the Northcentral, Nigeria. The study was qualitative, descriptive and phenomenological. Total population/purposive sampling technique was used to guide the recruitment of 19 women. Content analysis using open coding was used for data analysis. The findings revealed that participants who had obstetric fistula usually have prolonged or mismanaged labour, 16 of the women had vesicovaginal fistula. All the participants expressed that they were stigmatized, isolated and the disease condition did become a scourge as it affected all areas of their lives. Half of the participants were abandoned by their spouses. Participants indicated that fistula repair had a positive effect on their social lives as they can now attend social gatherings and events without fear of being ashamed or stigmatised. Although it is important to improve access and success rates of fistula surgical repairs but it is imperative to also focus on primary prevention. Essential obstetric services should be expanded at the community level in order to address the burden of obstetric fistula through prevention and management. 
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