SCREENING ELEPHANT KEEPERS AT PINNAWALA ELEPAHANT OPHANAGE –SRI LANKA FOR RESPIRARROY DISEASES
 
 
ABSTRACT
[bookmark: _GoBack]Apart from being an orphanage, Pinnawala, Sri Lanka now is considered as destination for local and international tourists. Out of 88, five elephants at Pinnawala had been diagnosed to be having tuberculosis antibodies in their blood possibly due to human elephant interactions. Considering that elephant keepers are at high risk in contacting Tuberclosis (TB), a zoonotic disease, a chest screening program for elephant keepers was held with special emphasis on TB.

Preliminary screening was done in February 2017 at Pinnawala, as a mobile chest clinic arranged with Chest Clinic, Kandy in which 121 employees were examined by three experienced chest medical officers. They identified one keeper with Mmrc score 1.A total of 25 workers including suspected keepers, other workers and veterinary surgeons in Pinnawela who are in close contact with elephants were referred to the chest clinic for further examination. 

Among such referred individuals, 6 were long time smokers and one keeper had chronic asthma. These individuals were screened under the supervision of a chest consultant, for general respiratory diseases, chest X- rays, Mantoux test and AFB for strongly suspected individuals. Routing chest x-rays and other examinations suggested that all individuals were free from TB and other forms of occupational respiratory diseases. This finding urges a need to question the suspicion in the past of elephant keepers being at high risk to contract TB from elephants in Pinnawela elephant orphanage.
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