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INTRODUCTION: - Increase in bacterial meningitis is observed among children living in poorly developed and ventilated homes as well as children not vaccinated. Bacterial meningitis is a serious condition with high risk of complications and fatality. The most common pathogens affecting children are Haemophilus influenzae type B, Streptococcus pneumoniae and Neisseria meningitides. Pathogens with lesser occurrence are Escherichia coli, Listeria monocytogenes, group B Streptococcus etc.
PURPOSE: - The purpose of this study is to evaluate the incidence of bacterial meningitides among children less than 12 years old.
BACKGROUND: - This study was carried out from January 2015 – December 2015. This one year study consists of 80 children (40 males and 40 females) who visited the children emergency clinics. Clinical examination such as stiff neck, fever, nausea, vomiting and lab investigations confirm the diagnosis of bacterial meningitis.
METHOD :- CSF analysis which showed turbidity, decreased glucose (< 40mg/dl) increased protein (> 80mg/dl) increased leukocytes neutrophils > 5 cells /mm were confirmed with CSF culture.
[bookmark: _GoBack]RESULTS: - Out of the 80 CSF sample tested 50 (62.5%) children tested for bacterial meningitis. 30 children (37.5%) tested negative with a normal CSF. Males were more affected than females with a ratio of 30:20. The fatality rate was 12.5% 10 children died and 10 survived. The predominant organisms isolated were Neisseria meningitis (meningococcus) 15 (18. 75%), Haemophilus influenzae  11 (13.75%) Streptococcus pneumoniae 12 (15%),  Group B Streptococcus 5 (6. 25%) and Escherichia coli 7 ( 8.75%)
CONCLUSION: - Timely vaccination against the 2 most pathogens - Haemophilus influenzae and type B Streptococcus, proper knowledge of clinical manifestation and prevention of bacterial meningitis can help reduce or prevent mortality, morbidity, and brain damage associated with this fatal disease.
