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Abstract (300 word limit)
Victimization is considered a serious issue that affects children across the globe and this is particularly accentuated in the prison environment. Research on prison victimization and mental health, however, has primarily focused on adult prisoners. There is little documentation on how victimization impacts the psychological distress of juvenile offenders in correctional facilities. This article, therefore, explores the experiences of victimization among juvenile offenders in the Senior Correctional Center, Ghana. A total of 20 juvenile offenders were purposively sampled from Ghana’s Senior Correctional Center. Using thematic analysis, three themes were generated and discussed: forms of victimization, causes of victimization and impacts of victimization. It was revealed that, besides taking the form of either direct or indirect physical assault, victimization also manifested in the form of verbal assault. Moreover, victimization was found to occur when young offenders direct their built-up frustrations at others or when victims possess specific attributes that make them targets. The various forms of victimization experienced by these young offenders impact their wellbeing physically, psychologically and socially. It is recommended that stakeholders should practice stress management exercises, and establish a buddy system for juvenile offenders in the correctional facility. 
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Theme Subtheme Description N
Forms of Direct Physical | Being punched, hit, kicked, “atwersatwers” [Victims would bend their 14
Victimization | Assault elbows and place their palms on the back of their heads. The perpetrators

‘would then strike the victims' elbows with a hair brush], and “black
‘hammer" [Perpetrators would hit the victim's head with their elbow followed
immediately with their fists.]
Indirect Physical | being coerced to stand, sit, or lic in awkward positions such as, “abodwe 17
Assault down” [Victims would lie on the floor prostrate with bent elbows against the
floor and raised hips], “adanko de ka” [sit-ups with ears pulled in a
crosswise fashion] and “pump” [The victim is instructed to push out his
cheek by filling it with air, the perpetrator would then use his fingernails to
hit the victims’ inflated cheeks]
Verbal Assault | Tnsults and name callin B
Causes of Displacement of | Displacement of anger due to prison deprivation B
Victimization | frustration
Possessing Being a fresher and hailing from a geographic area 6
certain attributes
Tmpacts of | Physical Effect | Permanent bruises and sears 11
Victimization | Psychological | Sadness and loneliness 16
Effect
Social Effect Social withdrawal 12





