Carotid-cavernous fistula as a late complication of maxillofacial and skull base trauma 
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Abstract 
Carotid-cavernous fistula (CCF) is a rare complication of craniofacial fractures. In most of the cases it occurs within a few weeks after the trauma. We present a late CCF clinical case 4 months after reduction and osteosynthesis of a mid third facial bilateral fracture. Based on our experience and the literature, we recommend a follow up period of 6 to 12 months in mid third cranial fractures as well as the introduction of alarm symptoms in the patient’s information brochure. Although CCF isn ́t life threatening, a late diagnosis can result in the permanent loss of vision of the affected eye within days or months since the beginning of the symptoms. Therefore, it is critical to make an early diagnosis of this complication. 
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Left hand image: Pre-embolization angiography of the CCF. 
Right hand image: Post-embolization angiography of the CCF. Both showed in a sagital plane.
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