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Humandepredationthreatenstheconservationofbirdspeciesespeciallyinrural

areaswherebirdsarehuntedforprotein.Thisstudyexploredspeciesfoundin

ThekwanevillageofBulilimadistrictinPlumtree,Zimbabwe,from JulytoSeptember

2020.Asurveywasconductedtoassessbird'sflightinitiationdistance(FID)across

varioushabitatsandtimesoftheday.Fiftykeyinformantsreportedwhichbirdspecieswere

huntedbylocals.Adesktopsurveywasdonetodeterminetheaverage

bodymassandconservationstatusaccordingtoIUCNforallspeciesrecorded.The

effectofbodymass,timeoftheday,perchtype/height,startingdistance,flocksize,

huntingpressureandhabitattypeonFIDwasinvestigatedusinggeneralisedlinear

models.Chi-squaretestswereusedtoexploreassociationbetweenkeyinformants'

citationfrequencyofbirdsandtheirlevelofhunting.Thekeyinformantscited49



speciescommonlyusedforproteinprovision,while58specieswererecordedduring

FIDmeasurements.FIDincreasedwithbodymass,andthebirdsthatwereperching

onthegroundhadlongerFIDs.TherewasalinearpositiverelationshipbetweenFID

andstartingdistanceandlargeflockshadlongerFIDs.Howeverhuntingpressure

andhabitattypehadnosignificantrelationshipwithFID.Ourresultssuggestthatthe

largerbirdspecieshadlesstolerancetoapproachinghumansandbirdsthatwereless

likelytobehuntedbypeoplehadsimilarlevelsofwarinesscomparedtothosethatare

morelikelytobehunted.


