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Introduction:
Acute flaccid myelitis (AFM) is characterised by limb weakness with spinal cord grey matter lesion on imaging or electro diagnostic evidence of spinal cord motor neuron injury. Clusters of acute flaccid weakness in paediatric age group have been linked to the outbreak of non-polio enterovirus. This poliomyelitis like illness is rare in children and its natural course is not yet well defined.
Aims and objectives: To describe the clinical presentation, laboratory findings and management of cohort of children with AFM, a polio-like illness.
Materials and methods: This is a prospective cohort study.
Results: Seven children (three males, four females) aged from 1year 8month to 7year met the case criteria. All cases initially presented with prodromal symptoms like fever, cough and vomiting followed by acute limb weakness. One child had seventh cranial nerve palsy. Two children required prolonged ventilator support. All were having asymmetrical weakness. Maximum weakness is reached by four days from the onset of fever.  CSF analysis shows pleocytosis (n-5) with mildly elevated protein (n-5). Viral markers for arboviruses and enteroviruses were negative in both serology and CSF. Electrophysiological study shows decreased compound muscle action potential in all. MRI of the brain and spinal cord showed predominantly grey matter involvement of the spinal cord extending longitudinally in all. Residual weakness is noted in all children.
Conclusion: AFM should be one of the differential diagnoses in any child presenting with polio-like illness.

