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Introduction: Hepatitis, an inflammatory condition of the liver caused by Hepatitis virus is a leading cause of cirrhosis and liver cancer. WHO estimates approximately 350 million people infected with hepatitis. Understanding the prevalence of hepatitis in Nigeria is critical for identifying high-risk groups and developing strategies for prevention. We conducted a study to estimate the prevalence of hepatitis in Kaduna, Nigeria. 
Methods: We conducted a cross-sectional study at Yusuf Dantsofo Memorial Hospital, Kaduna. Patients referred to the laboratory between January and December 2011were enrolled. Demographic data and clinical history were obtained. Blood specimens were collected from each patient and screened for hepatitis B and C surface antigens using rapid test kits. Data were analyzed and summarized utilizing rates and proportions.
 Results: A total of 482 patients were screened of which 322 (66.7%) were males. Of 482 participants, 89 (18.5%) tested positive for Hepatitis. Median age was 25 years (range: 1-77 years). Overall prevalence of hepatitis did not differ with gender but was higher, 58 (65%) among males. Of 89 patients positive for hepatitis, 74 (15.4%) and 15 (3.1%) had hepatitis B and C respectively, while 5 (1.04%) were co-infected.  Having either Hepatitis B or C varied with sex and age (no significant difference): 44 (59.5%) and 13 (87%) with hepatitis B and C respectively were males, 54 (60.7%) in age group 15-34 years.  
Conclusion: Overall prevalence of hepatitis was found to be high with Hepatitis B being predominant among the study population. A higher prevalence was found in males than females. This highlights the need for routine screening of patients for hepatitis and the need for control and preventive strategies especially targeting the male gender.   
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