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Multidrug-resistant tuberculosis and gender aspects of the epidemic
Iryna Ovharenko, Olga S. Shevchenko, Tetyana V. Frolova.  
Affiliation Information: 4 Nauky Avenue, Kharkiv, Ukraine, 61022
Recently, WHO experts point to an increase in the number of women with tuberculosis in the Asian and African regions, indicating a worsening of the epidemic situation for this disease.

The purpose of the study was to study the gender ratio among MDR-TB patients in the Kharkiv region.

In a blind retrospective analysis, 141 cases of patients with MDR-TB of the lungs who were treated at the Kharkov Regional TB Dispensary No. 1 between 2009 and 2017 were analyzed. The patients were divided into groups depending on the standard therapy received according to the protocols that were in effect at the time of hospitalization. The results were statistically processed by the program Statistica Basic Academic 13 for Windows, (License Number: 139-956-866).

The average age for women is 31.75 ± 4.7 years, for men - 37.7 ± 4.9 years. That is, women were younger. Among the patients who were hospitalized in 2009-2012, there were 12 women (21.8%), and men 43 (78.2%). Among the patients who were hospitalized in 2013-2014, there were 8 (25%) women and 24 (75%) men. Among the patients who were hospitalized from September 2014 through 2017, there were 22 women (40.7%) and men 32 (59.3%). That is, among patients with MDR-TB of the lungs, the traditional quantitative predominance of males over women tends to equalize. An increase in the number of patients with lung MDR-TB among women in the Kharkov region is an indicator of the worsening of the epidemic situation for this disease.
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