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Abstract 

To reframe design as a ‘future competence’, the 2-part presentation discusses first the strategic future for design business as part of the emerging creative and leadership sectors and then applies this perspective to the services of ‘Scandinavian Designers’ as a European Design consultancy working in Far East Asia. Starting with a ‘Big Picture’ overview of the transition of Design for Profit in the service of a Technology-driven Industrial Economy, to Design for Prosperity in the Culture-led Service Economy leads to discussion of the emergence of the designer as an Agent of Change in today’s transitional “Blue Hybrid” economy; of Design as Positive Change Management led by the concepts of “Design for Better Futures: Better Lives in a Better World” and ‘Positive Future Impact’. This framework is then applied to the development of Design as a synergy of Capitals within the Creative Sector and positions designers as the heart of the Super-Creative Core, and Creative Professionals as the brains of the Innovation-led Creative Economy. The second part is an overview of the ‘Scandinavian Designers’ Integrated Creative Services, illustrated with examples of its TotalDesign practice that helps clients develop toward their strategic ‘NextStep’ development through synergetic InnoCreative Entrepreneurship (ICE) by Design. Achieved through a combination of strategic consulting and practical design deliveries, Graphic Design is illustrated as a crucial part of the service package of Architectural, Interior and Retail Design, Product, Packaging, Communication and Visual Identity Design that support the delivery of an upgraded Brand Experience. This section concludes with a presentation of the Scandinavian Designers “Design STEP-Ladders”, for Strategic, Transformational, Entrepreneurial and Process Management, a practical Project Management Tool used to facilitate understanding, agreement and management of the design process when working with different levels of client, project and types of business across the cultures and economies discussed in Part 1.
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Professional Biography

Award-winning, multi-disciplinary Designer, Futurist, Influencer and Educationalist, Prof G. Lowy has over 35 years of experience in international business. His projects range from systemic design of Regional Strategy and Development to design solutions in Architecture, Interior and Retail Design, Product, Branding, Packaging and Graphic Design in Europe, USA and Asia. After growing up in London and studying Architecture and Design in Denmark, he founded his first studio in Copenhagen in 1982 and was VP of the Danish Design Association from 1999 until 2002 when he moved 'Scandinavian Designers' to Taiwan. He teaches Innovation, Creation and Entrepreneurship to students of Design, Engineering, Architecture, Business, Marketing and Management and is also a frequent keynote speaker at conferences on Design Practice, Thinking and Philosophy and on the future of the Creative Sector. In 2016, Lowy co-founded 'Future Impact Foundation' for ‘Positive Change Management toward Better Futures’, with offices in Taiwan and the UK.
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Any Comments:

Scandinavian Designers is a small, transcultural, international consultancy and multidisciplinary design agency founded in 1982 in Copenhagen, Denmark and headquartered in Taichung, Taiwan since 2002. The company delivers projects ranging from Systemic Design of Regional Strategy and Development to Service Design in the areas of Architecture, Interior and Retail Design, Product, Packaging, Communication and Graphic Design to support re-Branding and Visual Identity to clients in Europe, the USA and Asia. The Scandinavian Designers Consultancy delivers transformational strategic development services; Scandinavian Designers Agency delivers the transactional solution services that enable the strategies; Scandinavian Designers Construction Company delivers buildings and interiors to private, commercial and retail clients. 
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