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Statement of the Problem: The Mardin stone, which has been
used in the construction of cultural heritage buildings in Turkey's
Mardin province, is a Micritic limestone and has been used since
the Artukid period (12th to 14th centuries AD). The main quarry
where this stone is extracted, known locally as the "Mardin
Caves," is currently an unused area with the potential for
geotourism. This land was designated as a protected Cultural
Heritage site of 1st Degree Archaeological Significance.
However, in order to determine how the quarry can be used for
tourism purposes, it is necessary to identify constraints on the
choice of solutions in spatial arrangements. The aim of this study
is to investigate how the ancient limestone quarry in Mardin,
which is a natural and cultural geological heritage, can be used
for tourism and to develop recommendations. Methodology &
Theoretical Orientation: To explore how Mardin's ancient
quarries can be used for tourism, field studies, surface geology
studies, geophysical measurements, and the evaluation of
orthophotos obtained through laser scanning were conducted,
leading to the development of recommendations. Findings: The
research results indicate that the area where the quarries are
located has become a natural habitat for numerous valuable flora
and fauna species after excavation. Interesting morphological
forms have also emerged after the processing of rocks in the
quarry sites. The rock has shown favorable bearing capacity, and
karstic voids have been observed in the caves, making it essential
to implement various spatial arrangements for safe tourism use.
Conclusion & Significance: It is believed that by making
improvements in line with the research results, the old quarry
sites can not only revitalize the region but also contribute to
broader social benefits, including supporting the United Nations
National Sustainable Development Goals and promoting tourism
in the area.

Photograph

Image

Figure 1: Orthophotos: (a) section A-A (1st cave); (b) section C-C
(2nd cave); (c) section D-D (3rd cave); and (c) section G-G (4th
cave).
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