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Abstract

Mohs micrographic surgery is a specialized frozen
section surgical excision technique that is tissue sparing
and provides optimal margin control through
evaluation of 100% of both the peripheral and deep
margins. It is considered the most effective technique
for treating basal cell carcinomas (BCCs) and
squamous cell carcinomas (SCCs). Recent advances in
immunohistochemical staining have also enhanced the
ability of Mohs surgeons to interpret melanoma and
treat melanomas with low recurrence rates and
excellent cosmesis. These advances, coupled with an
increased recognition by professional organizations of
the utility of Mohs micrographic surgery in treating
cutaneous melanoma, have led to a rise in the use of
Mohs surgery for cutaneous melanoma in recent years.
Given the expanding role of Mohs surgery in the
treatment of cutaneous melanoma, it is important to
review the current evidence regarding the use of Mohs
surgery for cutaneous melanoma, review the
immunohistochemical stains currently available, and
consider special situations for Mohs surgery and
melanoma. A series of cases will be presented,
highlighting these expanding applications and
innovations in Mohs micrographic surgery.
Reconstruction is part of every Mohs micrographic
surgery case and as such, reconstructive dilemmas,
solutions and techniques will also be presented and
discussed.
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