[image: image2.jpg]FuroSci(ons2
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Abstract 
Background: The amount of auditory deprivation that individuals experience varies; however it is most likely dependant on the amount of hearing loss and the duration for which the auditory system has gone under stimulated. Although cochlear implant serves as the best option for post lingual adults, rehabilitation outcomes is always questionable in individuals with significant deprivation of more than 20 years.

Objective: This report aims to showcase the outcomes and performance of such an adult who underwent cochlear implantation after a period of auditory deprivation for 25 years. 
Method: A 32 year old male with h/o 25 years of auditory deprivation underwent cochlear implantation. He was given regular speech therapy for 10 months post implantation. He was assessed for speech perception scores / speech recognition scores (SRS) on bisyllabic words and sentence perception at regular intervals of 3, 6 and 9 months. Subjects’ auditory abilities were also assessed using certain outcome measures, which included Categories of Auditory Perception (CAP) and Speech Intelligibility Rating (SIR).

Results: The speech perception scores improved from 40 % to 90% in a period of 6 months. The sentence perception test showed that the subject was able to perceive 7 to 8 word sentences / questions without cues at 9 months post implantation period compared to single word utterances at 4 months post implantation. His CAP scores drastically improved from 2 to 9 through the follow up period of 9 months and SIR scores progressed from 3 to 5 at 9 months post implantation. These results are clearly drawn from the video recording of the subject’s speech sample, which will serve as supplementary evidence during presentation.
Conclusion: Constant stimulation and motivation along with high target goals with in-depth focus on audition, set during therapy serves as a constant requirement for post lingual adults with significant auditory deprivation. Moreover, the candidacy criteria should never exclude those who are early deafened and undergo late implantation with a significant amount of auditory deprivation for more than twenty years. This is simply because these individuals also have definite potential to shift completely to an oral - aural mode of communication from a wholesome use of sign language and lip reading as evidenced from this current report.  
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