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Abstract (not more than 300 words)

Joe’s keynote topic is to learn from dogs, especially his two famous dogs, Daniel the Beagle, a gas chamber survivor and Shelby, a Pit Bull mix who was formerly abused and abandoned and became a therapy dog.  Both dogs encountered toxic situations, overcame them and have spent their lives adding value to others.
Joe, dealing with his own toxins, including a lifetime of battling anxiety and depression, has come to realize that in many areas of life we need to be inspired to knock out toxins, whether physical or emotional.  In some work places, the environment can be toxic.  By dealing with these toxins, and conquering them through a dog’s view, a consistent and cohesive workplace can be achieved.
In the work environment, there exists the possibility for many stressful situations.  Amongst the personnel,  jealousy, lack of respect for one another or laziness come to mind.   Some of these situations can start out small but then escalate out of control.  Some can be redirected from the original origin. For instance, if the air conditioner stops working, arguments that normally would not happen start to take place.
I have two effective approaches to this in my presentation. Dogs are exceptional at working out conflicts, so examples from them are effective and entertaining. In addition, I was the management negotiator for Bell Atlantic (Now Verizon)  for 10 years. I settled union grievances and was a lead negotiator during collective bargaining for 3 contracts. I will integrate these personal and business lessons into my presentation to add value to your organization.
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Professional Biography (100-150 words)

Graduating with a B.A. in Chemistry from Rutgers University, Joe excelled for over 30 years in many professional fields, such as Sales, Labor Relations and finally as a Chief Operating Officer.  Joe then became an entrepreneur and after being certified by The John Maxwell Team, entered the field of Professional Speaking.  Drawing on his business and personal experience, Joe has found a unique presentation in helping others "knock out toxins" as he brings in his canine friends to share his ideas and stories.
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· The Roadmap to Success, America’s Top Intellectual Minds Map Out Successful Business Strategies, with Dr. Deepak Chopra and Dr. Ken Blanchard, 2011
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· Shelby’s Grace, 2012
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