A RETROSPECTIVE ANALYSIS OF THE AUDIOMETRIC ANALYSIS OF A POPULATION WITH TURNER’S SYNDROME
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	Turner’s Syndrome is a relatively common multi-systemic genetic condition caused by partial or complete deletion of one X chromosome. It affects roughly 1 in 2500 female births. Our retrospective review aimed to analyse the assessment of hearing loss in a cohort of 54 patients with confirmed Turner’s Syndrome attending a university hospital. 
Thirty-four out of 54 patients had formal audiometry despite guideline recommending patients have assessment at least every 5 years in adulthood. Only 9 (16.67%) had normal hearing. A total of 24 patients had some hearing abnormality. The majority of patients (n=18) had sensorineural hearing loss. Only one patient displayed solely conductive hearing loss and 5 in total had a mixed pattern. The average age of patients with hearing loss was 39.25+10.53 years (versus 23.67+6.96 years in the total population). Patients with hearing loss were also significantly more likely to have cardiac abnormalities (45.8% vs 22%) and thyroid function abnormalities (50% vs 44.4%). The number of patients with thyroid function abnormality did not reach statistical significance. Of a total of 16 patients referred for hearing aids 2 patients declined same.
In summary, greater awareness is needed among physicians regarding the prevalence, severity and prognostic implications of hearing impairment in this population.
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