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Acral lentiginous melanoma, the most common subtype of melanoma in acral locations, has a lower survival rate than other types of melanoma. Two possible theories for this discrepancy have been postulated as the late presentation of the tumour or the misdiagnosis and referral delay incurred by primary care physicians. To investigate this hypothesis, we conduced a retrospective longitudinal study reviewing all patients in a sample of general practitioner practices with data being collected over a 5 year period. We found that the average number of months from presentation to referral was not significantly increased compared to other subtypes of melanoma, whereas acral lentigious melanomas were found to be more advanced following staging and measurement of Breslow thickness. Overall, the poorer prognosis of this subtype of melanoma is likely to be due to late presentation rather than misdiagnosis and referral delay. 
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