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Abstract (300 word limit)
TikTok™ is one of the top social media platforms domestically and
internationally. Previous reports have shown that skin/dermatology-related videos
are one of the most popular types, but many of these videos report incorrect or
even harmful information. Thus, there has been interest in the possibility of using
this platform to share evidence-based information by dermatology professionals.
We applied various popular, ‘viral’ dermatology-related topics and audiovisual
characteristics in attempt to produce greater reach of our dermatology-related
TikTok videos. A TikTok account was created for a private medical dermatology
practice. TikTok video topics were derived from the most viewed dermatology
related hashtags. A TikTok educational video was posted for a dermatological
disease or procedure with the relevant hashtag each week day for 4 weeks.
TikTok analytics were viewed for each video 2 weeks after all videos were posted.
The majority of video views came from the ‘For You’ page. This landing page
utilizes an algorithm to show new TikTok videos to users who may not already
follow the account. Therefore, for any contributor, increasing their presence in
other users’ ‘For You’ pages can help increase exposure of their content to new
viewers. Six videos with views one standard deviation above the mean were
identified and their ‘viral’-related characteristics were analyzed. The videos on
skin cancer, warts and UVB therapy uniquely incorporated both ‘trending’ sounds
and dancing. The videos on tinea and contact dermatitis specifically included
photo montages. The video on cysts was the only video with procedural
demonstration and a ‘duet’ feature. Further exploration in using certain
audiovisual characteristics and combinations to increase video engagement is
needed. We hope our data creating TikTok videos can help dermatologists and
dermatology practices to have greater reach disseminating dermatology-related
content.
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