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Abstract
Statement of the Problem: Despite the clinical effectiveness of silver diamine fluoride (SDF) in arresting early childhood caries (ECC), the black staining of the carious lesions is a major drawback. The purpose of this study is to assess the parental satisfaction after using SDF versus atraumatic restorative treatment (ART) to manage ECC in their children. Methodology & Theoretical Orientation: A randomized controlled clinical trial with patient reported outcome measures, in which 100 children with ECC (2-5 years) were equally and randomly divided into two groups. At baseline, the test group received 38% SDF while the control group received ART. Parental satisfaction was assessed after 2 weeks using a 4-item, 5-level, Likert-scale questionnaire. Findings: Eighty percent of the parents either strongly agreed, agreed or were neutral regarding their children’s esthetics after SDF versus 98% after ART. (No statistically significant difference: p>0.05). In the SDF group, 100% of parents either strongly agreed or agreed that it was an easy procedure versus 30% among the ART group (A statistically significant difference: P<0.0001). In the SDF group, 96% of parents confirmed that the procedure seemed to be pain free versus 74% in the ART group (A statistically significant difference: p<0.05). In terms of taste, 88% of parents in the SDF group and 82% in the ART group “strongly agreed” that the received treatment was acceptable to their children. (No statistically significant difference: p>0.05). Conclusion & Significance: Parental satisfaction regarding esthetics and taste were comparable after SDF and ART. Significantly more parents on the SDF side viewed the procedure as an easy, pain free procedure. Recommendations are made for pediatric dentists to become more encouraged to use SDF in controlling ECC especially in pre-cooperative children.
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