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Abstract 

An evidence-based approach to patient care is widely accepted throughout the healthcare field.  Clinical practice guidelines are the highest levels of evidence to be applied in clinical decision-making, yet such guideines are not routinely used in practice.  For example, the American Dental Association’s pit-and-fissure sealant evidence-based guideline was released in 2008 and updated in 2016. However, few U.S. dentists adhere to this guideline when treating non-cavitated occlusal carious lesions (NCCL). In order to address the gap in applying evidence in clinical practice, the field called “Implementation Science” has evolved to identify and overcome barriers to integration of evidence-based interventions.

[bookmark: _GoBack]This session will:  1) review key evidence-based guidelines avaialble in dentistry; 2) identify pratice gaps in implementing guidelines; and 3) describe the DISGO (Dissemination and Implementation of Sealant Guidelines in Organizations) implementation science project that aims to characterize adherence to NCCL guideline recommendations and develop & evaluate an implementation strategy to foster adoption of evidence-based guidelines on pit and fissure sealants.
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