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Abstract (up to 300 words) 
The effects of globalization are destabilizing rural communities in the US. Many communities are 

economically depressed because of globalization and many are collapsing and disappearing because 

they cannot compete in the global economy. We have also witnessed towns, cities and even countries 

being negatively impacted by globalization. Wars, famine and lack of opportunities are causing migration 

from economically depressed areas to economically advantages locations. These migrations further 

negatively impact communities who struggle to socially, culturally and economically absorb and sustain. 

 

Politicians are either incapable of inept to meet these challenges, prepare their communities and present 

a strategy of inclusion and economic growth. The world middle class is disappearing and we are facing a 

future where there will be a small world super rich class that controls everything and a massive world 

poverty class that has no control. This problem is compounded by design educators think in a vacuum 

and teach in a bubble. Many of them are either unwilling or incapable to bring societal, economic, cultural 

and political discussions to the classroom. Not bringing these topics into the studio classroom results in 

the production of graduating students who are one-dimensional and do not engage with real communities 

that are underserved. Many businesses and communities are looking to designers to help them 

understand where they fit and to help them understand who they are. These questions are a reaction to 

globalization and are fulfilling the need for design to play a bigger and more comprehensive role. it is 

clear that this calls for a new type of designer, a new type of educational experience and finally a new 

breed of educator.  

 



3D Printing and Medicine Annual Congress 
Las Vegas, Nevada, USA | October 5-6, 2017 

 

http://3dprinting-medical.alliedacademies.com/ 
 

The session will also provide a series of case studies on how to prepare students for multiple careers, 

address socio-economic imbalance, as well as prepare them to be adaptive thinkers and cultural 

responders.  
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