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Abstract

Endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography (ERCP) procedures performed during a 15 year period from February, 2001 to February, 2016 at the National Center for Minimal Access Surgery, were reviewed. From a total of 6,108 procedures performed during this period, 5,754 charts were reviewed; 2,205 (38%) were male patients, and 3,549 (62%) were female; 2,135 (37%) procedures were diagnostic and 3,619 (63%), therapeutic. The main indication was jaundice in 3,685 (64%) and the main final diagnosis was bile duct stones in 2,528 patients (44%), followed by malignant biliary strictures (28%). Endoscopic sphincterotomy (2,573) was the most frequently performed intervention, followed by bile duct stone extraction (1,360) and stent placement (1,233). Complications occurred in 159 cases, 135 (3.7%) during 3,619 therapeutic procedures and 24 (1.12%) during diagnostic ERCP. Death occurred in 12 (0.2%) patients, 10 (0.27%) during therapeutic ERCP and 2 (0.09%) from diagnostic ERCP. Our results show the high diagnostic utility and therapeutic success of ERCP with minimal risk and complications.
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