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Abstract (not more than 300 words)
There has always been a discussion about the different long-term scenarios due to climate change. The common one is under the assumption of a business as usual behaviour on consumption of fossil fuels versus another, more positive scenario, assuming a rapid adoption of a new energy matrix, much more reliable on renewable energy. Another discussion, however, has to do with the best- and worst-case scenarios, which even assume a gradual and successful substitution of fossil fuels: Will temperature increase less than 1.5°C by the end of this century, or will it reach even higher levels? The paper argues that the worst-case scenario (a high increase even under the best policies) is the most realistic one. The main reasons are the following. First, the scientific community (and the climate change modelers are not the exception) are always cautious with their forecasts. They will usually choose results that are not far from the consensus since being an outlier in the scientific community could be very risky and may destroy scientific careers. Second, there are always new scientific findings and climate change has not been the exception, with plenty of new discoveries in the last decades. If we analyse most of them, those new findings tend to highlight additional negative impacts. Third, many of the new findings increasingly show hidden links between numerous variables related to climate change. Some decades ago, there were mainly isolated or scarcely related dots while, through the years, we have been able to discover an extensive, hidden network that interconnects factors impacting climate change, almost like a mycelial that lies below a series of apparently isolated fungus. Based on the three above-mentioned reasons, the paper concludes that we must prepare for the worst-case scenario. 
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