Clinico-Molecular identification of Acholeplasma laidlawii from water buffaloes in Karachi, Pakistan.
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ABSTRACT
A total of 1590 animals were screened; 1120 nasal discharge and 470 lung tissue were sampled from slaughtered Symptomatic and asymptomatic animal. Clinical analysis revealed 467 (13.48%) buffaloes had signs of respiratory distress including sticky nasal discharge, sunken eyes, dyspnea and fever. Moreover 219 (6.32%) nasal discharge samples from live animal and 183 (16.76%) lung tissue samples were found positive for Mycoplasma on cultural study. All culture positive samples were further evaluated by PCR using universal Mycoplasma primers. PCR revealed 201 (5.80%) and 142 (13.00%) positive nasal discharges and lung tissue respectively. While specie specific PCR was revealed 92 (2.66%) animal had positive from nasal discharge; and 44 (4.03%) were positive from lung tissues for Acholeplasma laidlawii. Rests of the samples are still under investigation. However the frequently isolation of A. laidlawii is frightening for practitioners and farmers and also the alarming months were indicated for them to precautionary measures.      
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