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Abstract (300 word limit)
Statement of the Problem: We got it wrong with HIV, in overdrive; we got it wrong with Malaria and TB, in under-drive, and there’s a prospect of getting right with viral hepatitis. We have a chance to get it right with hepatitis.
Hepatitis B is highly endemic in Africa. Yet, not much is being done to tackle this epidemic mainly due to lack of funds, which primary goes to other diseases such as HIV/AIDS, Malaria and TB, but also because there is a huge lack of awareness amongst the population. 
Viral Hepatitis affects every one of all backgrounds, but certain groups are at greater risk than others. Past recipients of donated blood, infants born to mothers infected with viral hepatitis, and person with sexually transmitted diseases or behaviors such as injection-drug use higher risks for viral hepatitis and tribal marks.
The fight against viral hepatitis in Africa is at a crossroad when it comes to raising awareness and to address issues regarding prevention, control, treatment, and stigmatization of infected person. 
Most patients with serious progressive illness confront a range of psychological challenges including the prospect of real and anticipated losses, worsening quality of life, the fear of physical decline and death, and coping with uncertainly. Hepatitis infection brings additional challenges due to the cost of treatment and access to treatment. Hepatitis unusual in extend of stigma associated with it.
Many patients’ become fearful of getting married or telling their partners. Some patient also think that they many lose their partner if they tell them so they will not tell them. It is advisable to inform your partner before getting married rather than if him/her getting to know later which can bring a divorce. If your partner is worthy of your love he/she will deal with your health issues.
Gaps
• Funding
• Access to diagnostics/treatments
• Not enough countries have robust, funded national strategies
• Awareness is still low
• Global priority still threatened by other infectious diseases and NCDs

The Way Forward

· Implementation of the directions in the NATIONAL POLICY ON VIRAL HEPATITIS.
· Adoption of a NATIONAL GUIDELINES FOR THE PREVENTION, CARE & TREATMENT FOR VIRAL HEPATITIS.
· Strengthening the use of prevention and control tools (screening, vaccination).
· Getting policy makers and governments on board
· Creating bold campaigns to drive actions at all levels.
· Low capacity and knowledge of viral hepatitis, and patient care among health care workers
· Poor data on viral hepatitis prevalence, mortality and morbidity rates, and disease
· Surveillance in the country
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Theobald Owusu-Ansah has his expertise in advocacy and Theobald has a passion and commitment to the eradication of human suffering and lack of unbiased information and support available to Hepatitis patients in Africa and Ghana. As a result, he founded the Hepatitis Foundation of Ghana in 2007 to champion the cause of carriers of the hepatitis virus in Ghana and beyond. To coordinate activities of NGO’s working in the field of viral hepatitis in Ghana, in 2013 He created Hepatitis Coalition of Ghana. Theobald has written six articles online publications on viral hepatitis and also involved in Hepatitis Research in Africa
Theobald Owusu-Ansah is President of the Hepatitis Foundation of Ghana, and the Hepatitis Coalition of Ghana, as well as being a Board Member at the National Association of Hepatitis Task Force in the USA. In addition, he is a member of Patient Advisory Council of the Hepatitis Foundation International, Scientific Advisor of the Focus Scientific Research Centre. He is former Regional Board member, representing Africa, at the World Hepatitis Alliance (WHA).
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