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Title: A paediatric case report on patent foramen ovale screening and the prevention of stroke.

 Author (s) Name: Sumbal Bhatti
                          Norwich Medical School, University of East Anglia, United Kingdom
A 17-year old girl presented to Accident and Emergency with acute right-sided limb weakness, facial droop and expressive dysphasia. The initial CT head was normal, but further investigation with CT and MRI highlighted a left anterior circulation stroke (LACS). There was no evidence of large vessel disease or atrial fibrillation and results showed a normal 24-hour tape and carotid angiogram. Transoesophageal (TO) and transthoracic (TT) echocardiogram were also normal, however bubble contrast echocardiography showed the presence of a large patent foramen ovale (PFO). No other cause for her stroke was identified and the patient was considered for percutaneous PFO closure. At present, percutaneous PFO closure is not routinely used in the primary prevention of stroke or transient ischaemic attack. Current guidelines recommend percutaneous closure to reduce the risk of a secondary stroke in these patients, but the risks are weighed against anti-platelet/anti-coagulant therapy. There are no guidelines at present on screening and managing asymptomatic patients with a PFO. (Up to 250 words)
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Sumbal Bhatti is a 4th year medical student from the University of East Anglia in the UK. She is an extremely dedicated, resilient and friendly student with a broad range of skills. She is in the process of publishing a paediatric case report and is the winner of the Jenny Lind Medal. Currently, she is pursuing research into post-operative ileus biomarkers and exploring the best methods of closure for reversal loop ileostomies. She is part of a national audit by STARSURG investigating compliactions of abdominal surgery and has successfully delivered a National Undergraduate Surgery Confernece. (Up to 100 words)
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