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Abstract 

Cancer is a major public health problem in both industrialized and  

developing countries. One in ten deaths is attributable to cancer 
worldwide. This situation requires the development of  cancers 
registries in hospitals and in the community that can allow systematic 
collection of cancer data, storage, analysis and interpretation of 
cancer data. The purpose of this work is to highlight an epidemiological 
profile of malignant tumors and suspicious of malignancy at the 
Yaounde University Teaching Hospital in order to improve their 
management. 

We conducted a descriptive and retrospective study over a five-year 
period from 2010 to 2014, in the surgery department of the Yaounde 
University Hospital. Patients hospitalized for malignancy or strongly 
suspected of malignancy were included. The study variables were: 
age, sex, diagnosis, tumor location and the specialty involved in the 
management. 

We counted 231 hospitalized patients for malignant or suspected 
malignancies during the study period. The predominance was male with 
a sex ratio of 1.03. The modal classes were in both sexes that of 51-
60 years followed by that of 31-40 years. The main tumors 
encountered were digestive tumors (41.6%), odonto-stomatological 
tumors (22.1%), gynecological tumors (10%), and ENT (6.9%). Of the 
digestive tumors in order of frequency, colorectal tumors are the most 
common (36%), followed by gastric tumors (22%), and tumors of the 
pancreas head (19%), 

The incidence of malignant tumors increases with time. The need for the 
establishment of a cancer registry is necessary for epidemiological 
surveillance to improve their management, and to guide the teaching of 
tumor pathology in our context.
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