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Turning Archaeology into Heritage




Communicating Heritage: making archaeology meaningful to the community.
Hart, Patricia (Independent Researcher, ArchaeoLink, Cambridge, UK)
Abstract
ArchaeoLink's purpose is to liaise with the communities in which archaeologists and heritage researchers work. We enable knowledge exchange and assist those communities to obtain sustainable educational, societal and economic benefits from their archaeology and cultural heritage.

Involving communities in the understanding and the stewardship of their heritage and archaeological resources has transitioned local people from being passive partners to being active participants in the development and protection of their own heritage. This has conferred an alternative dimension on conventional archaeology and heritage management, whereby previously powerless peoples, particularly the indigenous and local communities that have been alienated from, or lost rights to, their heritage through local politics or colonialism, are able to become empowered.

Our work in Europe and Africa can be seen from our web-site's Projects page:
www.archaeolink.org/projects
In assisting the education of children and the general public, we encourage their knowledge of, and appreciation for, their archaeology and/or cultural heritage. 
ArchaeoLink also facilitates the development of incipient tourism by offering guide training programmes, constructing informative media and offering advice on the promotion of heritage. This leads to the preservation and protection of sites, artefacts, heritage buildings and cultural heritage which might otherwise be forgotten or destroyed.
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Bio
Patricia Hart founded ArchaeoLink because she believe the communities in which archaeologists dig can obtain more benefits, educationally and economically than is currently the norm. Her specific experience enables her to work with researchers and local communities to build successful partnerships. 

She has lived in several countries, travelled extensively and also speaks French and Italian fluently. Patricia has been involved in education and tourism throughout her career. She developed her skills of building cultural tourism while teaching English in Bahrain and interacting with archaeologists excavating the ancient Dilmun sites. Using knowledge gained, and with the support of the Government of Bahrain, she founded Bahrain Explored, the first inbound tour operation in the country, showing people traditional Arabic culture and Bahrain's 5000 years of history. Patricia pursued her interests in social and economic development when living in the Caribbean. She became involved in social issues helping young people at risk, resumed teaching and administrated a small school. Later, in France, she taught computer skills to both children and adults. Patricia read Archaeology at the University of Cambridge as a mature student, leading her to establish ArchaeoLink in 2012. Since that time,  ArchaeoLink has worked with archaeologists and their communities in Greece, Italy, Sicily, Croatia and Tanzania.
"Our primary mandate is to discover the stakeholders' vision and to facilitate achievement of their goals.”
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