Global Microbiology Summit September 2017

Title: The 7-Day Forecast for Our Health Storm: exploring the connection between the oral microbiome and immune-mediated inflammatory diseases

[bookmark: _GoBack]The mouth is a barometer for overall health. It is the residence of one of the most diverse microbiomes in the entire human body comprised of over 600 prevalent taxa at the species level, with distinct subsets predominating in different habitats, and an estimated 20 billion resident microbes existing in the oral cavity at any one time. The status of our oral health may be an early indicator of other systemic diseases such as diabetes, heart disease, stroke, rheumatoid arthritis and other autoimmune diseases.

Trained as a clinical dentist and now working as a digital health consultant with a focus on autoimmune disease, it is vital to expand the conversation around the oral microbiome. 

As advances in big data analytics, next generation sequencing, and systems immunology, fuel our understanding of the human microbiome, it is changing our understanding and approach toward oral health, systemic immunity and total body wellness.

How can we begin to ignite collaboration between researchers, oral health providers, and medical providers? What role will the oral microbiome and the oral health provider play? How can we separate the hype from the hope in oral healthcare? This talk will present the latest research done on the connection of the oral microbiome to chronic and autoimmune diseases, as well as discuss implementation of the research.
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