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Abstract
Aim
We wished to evaluate the time trends in the incidence, detection rate, and termination of pregnancy (TOP) rate of major congenital heart disease (CHD) in fetuses in Denmark from 1996 to 2013.
Methods and results
In a nationwide retrospective study of 14,688 children and fetuses diagnosed with any CHD, 18.3% had major CHD. During the study period, the incidence of CHD was constant at 1.22% in live births, whereas it for major CHD decreased from 0.22% to 0.14% (p<0.0001). When including TOP, the incidence of major CHD did not change over time. 
The detection rate of major CHD increased from 4.5% to 71.0%, p<0.0001. At the end of the study, all cases of double outlet right ventricle, Ebstein’s anomaly, congenitally corrected transposition of the great arteries and pulmonary atresia with ventricular septal defect were detected among fetuses, who were prenatally scanned, whereas coarctation of the aorta had the lowest detection rate (21.7%). When a department performed at least 4,000 malformation scans per year detection rates were above 70%. 
TOP rate increased from 0.6% to 39.1% (p<0.0001) among all major CHD. For prenatally diagnosed major CHD, 57.8% of cases were terminated and the proportion did not change significantly throughout the study. 
Conclusion
The introduction of general prenatal screening, high clinical experience of the sonographers and better equipment, improved detection rates of major CHD. This has led to an increased TOP rate, with a subsequent 40% decrease in the incidence of live births with major CHD. 
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