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The current status of kidney transplantation in Japan is reported based on the data of annual progress report from the Japanese Renal Transplant Registry. The first deceased and living donor kidney transplants were performed in 1956 and 1964 in Japan, respectively. Larger numbers of transplants were performed after the introduction of cyclosporine in 1983. After that, the number has gradually and steadily increased and 1,648 transplants, including 1,471 from living donors, 177 from deceased donors,   were performed in 2016. In addition, the outcomes have improved year by year. The indications for transplantation have also expanded in various aspects, such as recipient and donor age, primary diseases, ABO incompatible and highly sensitized cases, and preemptive transplant. Therefore, kidney transplantation is now an ideal treatment modality in patients with end-stage kidney disease who have living kidney donors in Japan. However, though the number of candidates on the kidney transplant waiting list is nearly 13,000, that of deceased donors is very small. Effort to increase deceased donor kidney donations primarily continues to be needed for development of kidney transplantation in Japan.
