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Abstract

Background: Chronic meningitis is inflammation of the meninges where signs and symptoms develop and last for at least four weeks without alleviation. Little is known about the current etiology and incidence of the disease in adults living in developing countries. Objective: This study is designed to elucidate the most common etiologies of chronic meningitis in adult Ethiopian patients and give an aid in the empiric therapy of  patients. Methodology: A total of 53 study participants are involved. Cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) obtained from patients clinically diagnosed to have chronic meningitis were investigated for the presence of Cryptococcus neoformans, Mycobacterium tuberculosis, Toxoplasma gondii, Brucella and Neisseria meningitides using bacteriological, molecular and immunological techniques. Results: The median age of the study participants was 32 years. Fifty one plasma samples were screened for HIV status and 48 were HIV sero-positive. Occurrence of multiple infections was observed in study participants with < 0.1 to 1 CD4 to CD8 ratio. Conclusion: 
Chronic meningitis among patients admitted to Tikur Anbessa tertiary care Hospital and Yehuleshet clinic mostly occurs in HIV infected patients. C.neoformans appears to be an important etiologic agent while M.tuberculosis is the secondly important one. Source of fund: AHRI core budget.
