
                                                                                                                       [image: image1.jpg]uabl - eyl culjlall duls

ALFARABI PRIVATE COLLEGE-ALRIYADH





Reasons for choosing dentistry as a career among dental students in Saudi Arabia.                 
Khaled Al-Hallak Dds,MSc  

AlFarabi College for Dentistry and Nursing, Riyadh - Saudi Arabia
 
Abstract:

Aim: The aim of this survey was to investigate motivations for choosing dentistry as a career among undergraduate dental students in Saudi Arabia.  Methods : A questionnaire was designed and circulated among dental students at AlFarabi College for Dentistry in Riyadh. The questionnaire comprised 16 items listing different reasons for the choice of dentistry as a profession. Students were required to indicate their response on a 5-point Likert scale where a score 1 denotes strongly disagree and a score 5 denotes strongly agree. Results: By the end of this survey, 788 out of 970 students responded (81.2% response rate). The majority of participants were female students (59 %), and most of them were Saudi (73.4 %). Being a prestigious profession was considered the most important reason for the choice of dental profession among a large proportion of students (89.8%). 

There were slight differences between male and female students in their reasons for the choice of Dentistry. Furthermore, obtaining a scholarship to study dentistry was a more influential factor among Saudi students in their decision to study dentistry (p<0.001). Conclusion: The social factors can be considered  a decisive factors in the choice of dentistry as a career among dental students in Saudi Arabia.   
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