Management of a large mandibular odontogenic keratocyst extending LR7 to LL7
Background
Odontogenic keratocysts (OKC) – classified by WHO working group 2005 as Keratocystic Odontogenic Tumours – are benign, developmental, locally aggressive cystic lesions of dental origin with a high risk of recurrence. They can occur spontaneously, or as a manifestation of a syndrome, and can be incidental findings. There exist well evidenced methods of managing OKCs that are employed based on clinician preference, extent of pathology and cyst characteristics.
Methods
Analysis of patient case notes to assess patient response to decompression and enucleation. This was conducted primarily via assessing serial Orthopantomograms (OPGs) and regular clinical examinations.
Results
Regular OPGs and clinical examinations demonstrated successful reduction of the lesion following initiation of active treatment. Clinical symptoms had resolved with commencement of the decompression phase and OPGs showed radiolucency reduction over the course of several months, displaying rapid bony infil within the first 6 months then proceeding to plateau after 3 years of decompression. 
Conclusion
This case demonstrated a conservative approach to managing a large cyst of the jaw which yielded a positive outcome, versus a more radical approach of block resection and reconstruction which is the treatment of choice for some clinicians. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Clinicians should be aware of findings such as retained primary teeth, especially when retained in later life without eruption of the successor. Consequently, clinicians should investigate such findings further as they could be the first clinical sign of ongoing pathology.
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