Do I Kerion? 


Abstract
Kerion is a rare inflammatory, dermatophytic fungal infection of the scalp seen most commonly in children. It is believed to be an overly active response of the immune system or an allergic reaction to the fungus and is believed to be a severe form of scalp ringworm (tinea capitis). It is important to note that Kerion, due to its rare nature, may often be left out of a differential diagnosis as it can mimic other conditions that can also present with a “boggy lump” of the scalp. It is often prudent to approach certain skin conditions from a multidisciplinary angle. This is so that they can be diagnosed and treated appropriately, since an incorrect or delayed diagnosis can worsen the long-term outcome for the patient and can lead to complications. The following case of a 7 year old patient - referred to and treated by the Oral and Maxillofacial Surgical Team for what was thought to be an infected traumatic scalp haematoma - highlights this. Initially, the patient was managed surgically, however, had an earlier diagnosis been made in the first instance, he could have been managed medically for Kerion - as per evidence - to a successful outcome. The patient also had lesions in the head and neck region that clinically resembled impetigo. On clinical examination and microbiological sampling the scalp lesion was diagnosed as Kerion and managed accordingly. This poster aims to guide clinicians to diagnosing Kerion and impetigo and discusses management strategies for treating such conditions.
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