Blow your own keratin horn 


Abstract
This poster describes a large facial SCC of approximately 50mm x 36mm with a depth of 14mm that was found to have developed below a keratin horn measuring approximately 45mm in height. Diagnosis was made by clinical suspicion and was confirmed by excisional biopsy. The patient presented with a further 2 similar sized SCC lesions on the face both beneath large keratin horns. The patient had been referred to the Oral and Maxillofacial team by Dermatology who had initially mistakenly only diagnosed and attempted to treat the Keratin horn with Cryotherapy. However, after its recurrence, they suspected an underlying SCC. Clinicians should be aware of the multitude of lesions that can present on the face and understand the importance of referring lesions that they are uncertain of for a specialist opinion and, if required, specialist treatment. As highlighted by this case, facial lesions - including keratin horns - can grow to a very large size and at a rapid rate without appropriate diagnosis and monitoring, therefore reinforcing the importance of early referral. Due to the large size of this lesion the site had to be reconstructed with a large local reconstructive flap post-excision, further exacerbating the patient's treatment which could have been less invasive if an earlier referral of a smaller lesion was made. It is also essential to realise that these patients will require long-term follow up and review to monitor for recurrence and new keratin horn growth that could add to the complexity of the patients’ treatment.
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