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Content : Adolescent Dating Violence (ADV) is a significant public health problem, affecting 7% to 15% of adolescents in Chile. However, the academic interest for ADV is relatively new. Traditionally, social scientists in Chile have explored the issue of domestic violence primarily on adult couples, and consequently their practice and policy recommendations are less adequate for other segments of the population. Within the few studies focused on ADV, prevalence rates have received more academic attention. Nevertheless, a limited number of empirical researches have explored the importance of social factors in adolescent behaviors. This study aims to explore social representations (SR) of dating violence in adolescents, considering that the functions of SR include providing knowledge about the object to the group, maintaining group identity, guiding action and practices regarding the object, and justifying those practices (Abric, 1994). The pivotal role played by an adolescent’s earliest romantic relationships, with regard to emotional and social developmental, gender identity construction, future relationships and incidence of violence are important to explorer in the context in which such romantic relationships are lived by adolescents. The participants, 142 adolescents (62 male and 80 female) aged between 14 and 18 years old, from two different SES: disadvantaged and privileged, were recruited from seven public and private schools in the metropolitan area of Concepcion in the South of Chile. This is the first qualitative multi-methodological study – free association and focus groups –. This study presents innovative results that allow making recommendations for future research and for potential prevention strategies. 

Conclusion : The results of this study indicate that the social representations can influence the naturalization of violence in the teenagers' relationships. It is important to take into account the cultural context, specifically the Latin-American patriarchal society, because would influence adolescents' behaviors and the reproduction of gender's stereotypes. Conversely, there are particularities in the youth' experiences that are different to the adult experiences (types of relationships, manifestations of violence, and girls' aggressive behaviors with boys). These representations provide several guidelines to researchers and practitioners interested in preventing violence from adolescent dating relationships and in promoting healthy and equal adolescent dating relationships.

Result: A thematic analysis shows that the physical nature of dating violence is deeply entrenched in the study participants’ representations, the figurative image being physical blows. Specifics, based on gender and school differences, are revealed. This study shows that socio-cultural processes influence how the social representations of dating violence are developed and structured. Three cultural traits emerge from this research and highlight the importance of the constantly changing macro-social aspects that act as influencers of social representations: sexism, classism and generational differences. The study pointed to the invisibility of dating violence in Chilean public and health policies. This invisibility is explained by prevention policies which, among other things, see teenagers as children rather than as romantically mature subjects and the family as the only relevant place for intervention.
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