
Aim of the presentation: To identify the children and adolescents population at the age of 8-15years old who grow up in a problematic family environment and to assess its needs, while focusing on the methodological approach of the functional model of intervention on children as well as on the family environment.
             
               Intended outcomes: By the end of the presentation, it is expected that conference attendees will be informed about:
              a) the aims of the program, the needs of these population and the different kind of   assessment techniques for the needs of this population 
               b) the benefits of this kind of programs both to the children and to their families
               c) the activities and the services that apply to the children and adolescents that are facing problems in their family environment   
               d) The evaluation process and the results of the program 
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Introduction:  Children and adolescents who grow up in a family environment where there are problems related to a) psychoactive substance use (legal and illegal), b) long-term, systematic or occasional forced absence of parents due to health problems (physical and mental health), or c) compulsory removal of parents due to legal issues (imprisonment), are exposed to conditions that nurture social exclusion resulting from the deprivation of parental care. In such cases, the family environment that should act as the basis for the children’s ‘development, socialization and support is inadequate and impaired, therefore the children’s ‘developmental course may be subject to social exclusion risks.

Purpose: The purpose of this presentation is to identify the population described above and to assess its needs, while focusing on the methodological approach of the functional model of intervention on children as well as on the family environment.

Method: The first contact with parents or caregivers was conducted through snowball sampling, via health and other services where children meeting the required criteria were identified. Parents and caregivers signed an informed consent for their children’s’  participation in a support program based on four pillars: psychological support, educational support, participation in sport activities and participation in creative development activities. Depending on needs assessment, support in the family environment was also examined when necessary.

Results: More than 80 children aged 6-14 years old participated in the program. The first results indicated that the mean age of assessed participants was 9,6 years, the median was 9 years and the mode was 8 years. The majority of participants (80%) were Cypriots. One in three children was living with a single-parent family (divorced parents) and 14% of participants had experienced the death of a parent, 4% of whomich had lost both parents. In 53% of the cases, the family head was unemployed and in 72% of the cases where there was a partner, this partner was unemployed as well. 41% of cases where a little or not at all satisfied with their life conditions and 51% of cases expressed the need for educational support at school. The mother figure faced serious problems related to illegal substance use in 13,7% of cases and problems related to a mental disorder in 31,4% of cases. The father figure faced problems related to illegal substance use in 13,7% of cases, problems related to alcohol use in 27,5% of cases and problems related to mental disorder in 11,8% of cases.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Discussion: The first results indicated that a considerable percentage of children are at high risk for experiencing serious problems related to social inclusion and inclusion in school community, while they live in conditions of neglect. A program that would address the vulnerability of this population is vital for the minimization of labeling faced by these children as well as for the minimization of risks for social exclusion. The program must engage implement services that cover the whole range of children’s’ needs. Services must also address adult members of these families, who often face their own problems, either related to physical or mental health, or related to social exclusion.

