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Abstract 

History of childhood abuse and and mental health problems are common among incarcerated males. Drug use and self-harming behavior among male prisoners is found to be related to history of childhood abuse and mental disorders prior to incarceration.

The purpose of this study was to investigate whether history of childhood abuse and present psychological symptoms discriminated frequency of drug use and self-harming behavior among a group of convicted male prisoners.
The study was conducted with 137 males convicted of armed, aggravated, unarmed/forced robbery who were held in a state correctional institution in Istanbul, Turkey. The Childhood Trauma Questionnaire (CTQ) was used to assess history of childhood abuse and The Brief Symptom Inventory (BSI) was used to assess psychological symptoms. Frequency of drug use was assessed with three questions on the demographic information form and self-harming behavior was assessed through four questions on the demographic information form.

Rate of drug use was 45.6% and  self-harming behavior was 64.6%. Discriminant analyses were conducted and results showed that history of childhood abuse and psychological symptoms provided discrimination concerning frequency of drug use and self-harm, with psychological symptoms having a higher discriminating effect both on frequency of drug use and self-harm.
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