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Abstract
Drug abuse is a global health issue. While people use drugs for so many reasons, sometimes drugs become central to their lives and they believe that they cannot live without them. Such people are dependent on the drugs they use. The social stigma of alcohol and other drug use remains in society. People who use or abuse drug are highly stigmatized, which often prevents them from being included and accepted within society and their communities. People see them as irresponsible and a threat to the environment. Some families cannot acknowledge that a family member uses drugs, or provide them with proper treatment in hospitals or in rehabilitation centers because of the stigma attached to it which the family may not like to be associated with. Many people who use drugs are jobless and poor, and have been disengaged from their families, education and training. They may resort to self-medication when they need medical attention. Some of them cannot afford expensive medical services and may die as a result of treatable illnesses. In some cases, medical service providers can be reluctant to admit people who use drugs to their facilities, and thus they face compounding rejection. When the family and the society show love, concern and care for those that have been trapped in this circumstance, most of their problems will be solved. Some can easily recover when the society shows concern. It is when individuals and the community do not care for such people, “after all they are nuisance to the society” that the incidence of drug use continues to rise. When people who use drugs cannot see anybody that shows concern and love for them, they may suffer more psychological trauma and this can increase their drug use and in some cases they may consider attempting suicide or just not care if they live or die. 

