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Abstract (300 word limit)
Background: The link between oral health conditions (OHCs) and school  performance and attendance remain unclear among Middle Eastern children. 

Aim: To examine the association between OHCs and children’s school performance  and school attendance at Grade 2 in Muharraq city in the Kingdom of Bahrain (KoB) using Heilmann et al.’s (2015) life course framework for oral health (OH) Figure1.

Design: A time-ordered-cross-sectional study was conducted with 466 schoolchildren  aged 7-8 years and their parents from Muharraq city in KoB. Data were collected  through parents’ self-administered questionnaires, children’s face-face interviews, and dental clinical examinations. Outcome variables, including school performance and  school attendance data, were obtained from the parents and school records. The data  were analysed using confirmatory factor analysis and structural equation modelling (SEM). 

Results: The findings from the SEM showed that children born in families with high  SES were less likely to suffer from dentine dental caries (β= -0.248) and more likely  to earn high school performance (β= 0.136) at 7-8 years of age in Muharraq. Conversely, treated teeth were associated directly with high school performance (β= 0.100). 
Conclusion: The life course approach was adequate to examine the role of OHCs on  children’s school performance and attendance.  Dental caries was associated with poor school performance but not with school attendance. 
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Figure 1. Modiied from Hellmann etal’ (2015) e course framework for OH
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