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Abstract (273 words)
Statement of Problem: Disparities in clinical imaging interpretation and the necessity to justify radiation doses and associated costs underscore the importance of prompt documentation of radiology reviews in the emergency department (ED) as per national guidelines. This audit aimed to assess compliance with these guidelines regarding skeletal X-ray interpretations in the ED, implement an intervention to improve adherence, and re-audit to evaluate the effectiveness of the intervention.
Methodology: Data were collected retrospectively from electronic healthcare records for patients attending the ED and undergoing skeletal X-rays between 02/11/23 and 07/11/23. The audit examined whether clinicians documented their X-ray interpretations. Following initial data collection, an intervention was implemented, consisting of posters in clinician workspaces and verbal reminders at handover meetings to emphasize national guidelines. A re-audit was conducted prospectively between 15/11/23, and 20/11/23, to evaluate the impact of the intervention.
Findings: During the initial 5-day period, 72% (36/50) of skeletal X-rays in the ED had documented interpretations by ED clinicians in the patient notes. Post-intervention, the re-audit showed a significant improvement, with 88% (44/50) of skeletal X-rays having documented interpretations (p = 0.046).
Conclusion & Significance: The results indicate that simple interventions such as posters and verbal reminders can significantly improve adherence to national guidelines regarding the documentation of clinical interpretations of skeletal X-rays. Enhancing documentation practices for skeletal imaging, one of the most frequent investigations in the ED, has the potential for substantial cost savings and improved imaging stewardship. A follow-up audit will be conducted in the coming months to determine if the improvements are sustained.
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