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 Health-seeking behavior is important for maternal health improvement and reduction of the risk of maternal mortality. The risk of maternal mortality is still challenging in developing countries, particularly pastoral communities. This study aims to understand cultural factors affecting the health-seeking behavior of pastoral women in the Adadle district of the Somali regional state of Ethiopia. We conducted this study in six villages from July to September 2020, using mixed methods for both quantitative and qualitative data collection. We collected quantitative data from 150 respondents in six villages using survey questionnaires. In addition, six focus group discussions and six in-depth interviews were conducted with women having a variety of characteristics, including women currently married, pregnant women, newly delivered women, traditional birth attendants, and old women who stopped giving birth.  
[bookmark: _GoBack] The finding revealed that perceptions of the causation of illness, beliefs about traditional medicine, and attitudes of decision-makers have a significant influence on the health-seeking behavior of women. About 81% of women believed that illness is from Allah (God), and 53% of women first went to faith healers for treatments of illness. Two-thirds of the respondents, 60%, do not go anywhere during pregnancy, and 80% of women give birth at home. About 40% of women seek health with the permission of partners, while 33% of women use healthcare with the consent of their family, and only 5% of women use doctors during health-seeking behavior. The main barriers to healthcare include beliefs, perceptions, and cultural issues such as religion, lack of empathy of health personnel, and lack of autonomy in decision-making. The results of the study indicated that addressing the challenges of health-seeking behavior could reduce the risk of maternal mortality in pastoral areas. Further studies are necessary to investigate other factors affecting the health-seeking behavior of pastoral women.
