The role of nurses in public health emergency management:
 experiences and lessons from China’s COVID-19 response
[bookmark: _GoBack]Generally speaking, the role of nurses is caregivers who provide various kinds of care, planner of holistic nursing plan for patients, managers who coordinate and control nursing work, educators who carry out health education and guidance, coordinator of effective communication network, and researchers who carry out nursing research. In the time of a crisis as the COVID-19 pandemic, Shanghai, a metropolitan city of China adopted fighting strategy of whole society approach, and nurses made important contributions in effective linkage between hospitals and communities in the whole society approach. This study takes the role of nurses in Shanghai as an example, to explore the important role played by nurses in fighting COVID-19, which cover the field of medical treatment, disease prevention and community prevention and control. Nurses not only play the role of clinical and emergency nursing providers to designated hospitals in Wuhan and Shanghai, but also play the role of main information distributor, emotional and psychological nursing supporters of patients and their families, psychological interveners, investigators in community prevention and control and so on. By no means has China responded to COVID-19 perfectly, it also exposed the problems of Chinese nurses in critical care medicine, emergency medical rescue and preventive medicine, and the transformation of the combination of peacetime and wartime, and the integration of nursing human resources, such as the lack of training for major infectious diseases, the lack of first aid and critical care specialist nurses, etc. Therefore, it is urgent to improve China's public health service system, establish the training mode and emergency management system of nurses' emergency ability suitable for China's national conditions, and improve the ability to deal with health emergencies. This study will further discuss the countermeasures.
