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The problems of destitute older people are perpetuated through a vicious circle they are caught into, marked by lower education levels, unpredictable income, unemployment, and subsequently, further exclusion from development issues.   Lessons learnt from attempts to tackle the issue have proven that it can be successfully addressed only within the general framework of social protection and inclusion policies. Indeed, all pertinent organisations worked as a very well-coordinated mechanism targeting a wide range of stakeholders, including national, regional and local level decision makers, community based organisations, the media, the public at large and the older people themselves, to create a greater awareness regarding the social inclusion of older people in the country.

Older people make up around 5 per cent of the population of Ethiopia. Most of them have no form of secure income apart from that provided through their own families or money earned from their own labour. Thus, lack of a secure income is one of the biggest problems facing older people in Ethiopia. Only few people can afford to save for old age, and family support for older people is under pressure too.  While older people in Ethiopia are highly respected within their communities; the family and community support mechanisms which they have traditionally depended on are becoming weaker, especially in urban areas. 

As a result of these issues most of older people are living in destitution, often falling in the category of “extreme poor” and unable to afford basic health, social services and housing
Biography

I am an economist by profession and have MSC in Economics, over the past 14 years, gained extensive professional experiences in the areas of social protection, policy advocacy, social development and poverty reduction.  Moreover, my professional career, has afforded me the opportunity to work with the community at grass-root level, multilateral donors, national and international and national NGOs and government bodies at different levels.  During my long work experience I developed an excellent interpersonal communication skill, and extensive experience in representing the organizations at regional and national level, establishing networks and working in partnership with Government and other stakeholders. 

Presenting author details 
Full name:   Sofia Mohamed Imam
Contact number: +251 911 648 709

Email address:  sofia.mohamed@helpage.org
Twitter account:
Linked In account:
Session name/ number:
Category: (Oral presentation/ Poster presentation)

